
 

March 2017 Newsletter 

 
2017 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

March 11th- Squashed juniper? What is it? Steven 

shares this unusual style with us. 

April 6-9 LSBF State Convention in Dallas. 

April 22-23rd- Japanese Garden Spring Festival, 

BOD meeting. 

April 22nd- Club meeting at our Spring Festival 

show area. 

May 13th- 8AM- 4PM. Club Auction and Raffle. 

May 26-28th- Club Exhibition. 

June 10th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

July 8th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

August 12th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Sept. 9th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Oct. 14th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Oct. 28-29th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival and 

BOD meeting. 

Nov. 11th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Dec. 9th- Club meeting. Christmas Party. 

 
 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
Again the start of 2017 has been busy for all 

the area bonsai enthusiasts. In addition to having 2 

meetings in January we also had 2 meetings in 

February. Our regular Saturday meeting the Bonsai 

Smith’s workshop was well attended and many 

members got to utilize the Smith’s expertise and 

refine their bonsai skills. Then on the 25th we had 

our Annual Club Business meeting. We had a total of 

8 people attend the business meeting. Not bad 

considering we were blocked off from entering the 

Botanical Gardens due to the Cowtown Marathon 

which blocked off access to the garden. Luckily we 

were able to regroup and meet at Steven Hendricks 

house not far from the Gardens. Thanks to Steven for 

hosting at the absolute last minute. Turns out it went 

well and we all got a chance to see Stevens Bonsai 

collection. Thanks Steven. The minutes of the 

meeting will be available on the website soon or if 

you request we can print you a copy for your records. 

We had two changes to our clubs By-

Laws; Article VII was changed to reflect our change 

in meeting time which used to be on Thursday 

evening to Saturday and it reads: (The time and place 

of the Regular Meetings of the FWBS shall generally 

be held monthly as determined by the BOD) And 

Article IV: (A $500.00 limit be set for guest artist 

fees, travel and expenses unless otherwise authorized 

by the BOD) The full minutes of the Club Business 

Meeting will be available on the website. If you still 

have not signed up please do so now.    

 http://fortworthbonsai.org  

We have a few busy months coming up and I 

am still encouraged by the change in meeting 

schedule from Thursday evening to Saturday 

morning. Please plan on attending our upcoming 

meeting March 11th. Try to attend and invite your 

friends and family that might be interested in Bonsai. 

April 6th thru the 9th is the LSBF Convention in 

Dallas. And then April 22nd and 23rd is the Japanese 

Garden Spring Festival / board meeting. The 

Japanese Garden Spring Festival is where we sell the 

little trees we styled in January. This is an event that 

FWBS has participated in for many years and it gives 

us a chance to show our trees and it also allows us to 

sell the Junipers we created. We always need as 

many volunteers as we can .This is our chance 

to generate interest in the FWBS and hopefully 

encourage people to attend and join our club. Our 

stated mission for the FWBS “is to promote 

knowledge and interest in bonsai” the best way we 

can do this is for all of us to help our at our main 

events.  

Last but not least I want to encourage 

everyone to register for the LSBF Convention in 

Dallas. If you have not been to one of our 

conventions you are in for a real treat. The first year I 

started attending the FWBS I went to the convention 

in Dallas and I can’t stress enough how much you 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


will appreciate the world class trees on 

display. Don’t miss it. One of the most important 

areas of the convention is the raffle. Please consider 

donating some small bonsai related material to the 

raffle. Plant material is good but any 

bonsai related material is appreciated, books, 

pictures, Japanese themed prints etc… 

Remember , full registration covers all meals 

and events, but you can also purchase an ‘a la cart’ 

meal/ event or silent ‘observation only’ for 

workshops. As a current  club member you are 

welcome to attend the convention at no charge. You 

get to visit the vendor area, view the bonsai exhibit 

and participate in the raffles. Please be sure to attend 

at some point that weekend. And please consider 

signing up for the whole convention. 

 http://bonsaisocietyofdallas.com  

Thanks 

Dan 

 

March Program “Squashed Junipers” 

presented by Steven Hendricks 
 

From Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 First, I would like to apologize to club 

members about the Cowtown Marathon preventing 

access to the Garden Center Building for our 

meeting. I had checked with the Garden Center Staff 

on Friday and they said there wouldn’t be a problem, 

but unfortunately they didn’t realize the race route 

went right through their driveway! Sorry about that. 

Program notes from Steven: 
This month we are going to try our hand at 

creating small, contorted junipers.  They are called 

squash junipers because we literally squash them 

down into much smaller trees.  I have 15 Shimpaku 

junipers in 4” pots.  We will wrap the trunks in raffia, 

wire the trunks, and twist them into interesting 

shapes.  Bring your tools, primarily a wire cutter, and 

scissors.  The club will provide the rest.  It’s fun and 

suitable for all levels of bonsai experience.  In just a 

few years of growth you can have a wonderful 

shohin-sized tree that looks much older than it is. For 

more inspiration, read the article at the end of the 

newsletter. 

 

As at every meeting, members are 

encouraged to bring in items for show-and-tell.  

Members are also welcome to bring in any of their 

trees for styling suggestions. 

 

 

Bonsai Smiths Were Here Again 

For our February Meeting. 

 

 
Lots of club members brought their trees to the 

meeting for expert guidance by Howard and Sylvia 

Smith. 

 

 
The Smith’s giving some advice about Spring 

bonsai care. 

 

 
Howard helps Steven refine one of his oak bonsai. 

http://bonsaisocietyofdallas.com/


 
Sylvia was busy giving advice to members. 

 

 

LSBF 2017 Convention in Dallas 

by Sylvia Smith, Convention Chair 

If you wondered why we chose the material we did 

for our bonsai convention, wonder no more.  Here is 

a highlight of our available workshop trees! 

 

Brazilian Raintree:  It is a tropical, with a sinuous, 

exfoliating trunk that develops with age.  The foliage 

folds its leaflets in half at night as if in prayer.  This 

incredible specimen pictured, started life out not 

looking like much, but with time and good care 

developed into the beauty you see now.  Follow the 

link below to see how it was accomplished, then sign 

up to add one to your collection! 

http://www.bonsaiempire.com/inspiration/progressi

ons/brazilian-rain-tree 

Before 

Yaupon Holly:   

Very hardy trees that back bud readily 

and develop relatively fast.  What more 

could you want from bonsai....except about a 5" or 

larger trunk base like the ones we have to for our 

workshop.  How is this for a before and after 

transformation?!  Check out this link to learn more 

about this great species.   

https://bonsaitonight.com/2016/07/26/developing-

yaupon-holly-bonsai-a-tale-of-when-not-to-cut/

  

http://www.bonsaiempire.com/inspiration/progressions/brazilian-rain-tree
http://www.bonsaiempire.com/inspiration/progressions/brazilian-rain-tree
https://bonsaitonight.com/2016/07/26/developing-yaupon-holly-bonsai-a-tale-of-when-not-to-cut/
https://bonsaitonight.com/2016/07/26/developing-yaupon-holly-bonsai-a-tale-of-when-not-to-cut/


  
 

Dwarf Yew:  They have the potential for nice 

deadwood, readily bud back and develop quickly.  It 

is difficult to find a nice shohin specimen but we’ve 

got them.  Tony Tickle has a good example of the 

progression of a yew on the web using the link 

below.  Our workshop trees have amazing root bases 

making these great candidates for awesome shohin 

trees! 

 https://www.google.com/amp/s/yamadori.co.uk/20

13/08/05/progressive-styling-on-the-tall-yew/amp/ 

 

 

  Kashima Maple - Kashima maple by Bill 

Valavanis. Need we say more?  How about the tiny 

leaf and its beautiful color? 

 

Exposed Root Azalea:  These Japanese imports are 

pretty much ready to style, pot and show!  David 

Kruetz is the go-to-guy when it comes to azaleas.  

He imported these and they were in quarantine for 2 

years.  Since then he has cared for them and gotten 

them acclimated to our climate.  Sign up soon for 

his workshop before these beauties are all gone too! 

 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/yamadori.co.uk/2013/08/05/progressive-styling-on-the-tall-yew/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/yamadori.co.uk/2013/08/05/progressive-styling-on-the-tall-yew/amp/


 
Literati Black Pine:  We start with JBP that are 

strong, hardy conifers with aged bark at 15-20+ 

years.  Below is a picture from Bill Valavanis' blog 

from the 33rd Nippon Bonsai Taikan-ten Exhibition. 

Literati style trees depict grace and with the right 

material, age and beauty.  Our workshop trees (left) 

have great nebari, good trunk girth and enough back 

budding to start styling and preparing to groom into 

a fine show worthy literati! 

 
So, don’t delay.  Register for the convention, sign up 

for any of these workshops and you will go home 

with fine bonsai to add to or start your collection!   

Hope you'll join us in Dallas!   
 

MARCH BONSAI 

By John Miller 

The lack of a real winter this year has caused 

problems with doing tasks on a calendar schedule. You 

will need to observe your trees and adjust to their needs.  

Also you will need to be on the lookout for a late freeze 

sneaking in.  Be ready to protect newly growing plants, 

new roots are especially tender. Some species (Chinese 

elm) break dormancy in response to temperatures while 

others (cedar elm) seem to respond to the length of 

daylight and wait. 

March will see you working to control new 

growth, continuing your repotting, disbudding azaleas, 

and working (i.e. enjoying) on spring bonsai exhibits.  

You just may have time problems if other members of the 

family want to get out of the house to go Easter shopping 

or whatever and you have to go with them. 

You may continue repotting on deciduous species 

until you see a tiny bit of green on the tips of the swelling 

leaf bud.  Be sure to keep the newly repotted tree out of 

the wind and late morning or afternoon sun.  Broadleaf 

evergreen species will generally be okay to repot later on.  

Yaupon do better if you wait until it warms a bit more.  

Even though its gets quite warm now, we can expect a 

freeze in March so you may have to protect trees that have 

started growth and those that have been repotted this 

winter. 

Bonsai work depends on whether your tree is in 

the development or ramification stages.  In development 

you let the branch grow to thicken, then cut back to a bud 

to change direction and let that grow again and repeat.  In 

ramification you have your branch structure and need to 

develop fine twigs and fruiting spurs, a much more 

detailed and slower work.  My articles are slanted toward 

ramification. 

Keep your shears handy (and sharp) so you can 

keep the new growth on your trees pruned.  The shoots of 

species with alternate leaf growth (like elms) should grow 

only to 5-6 leaves and be pinched back to 2 or 3 

(depending on which direction you wish the new growth 

to take).  Shoots of trees with opposite leaf growth 

(maples) should have the new tip pinched (tweezers work 

better than scissors for this) as soon as you can see it.  

Doing this regularly is the only way to keep the leaves and 

internodes small and give you nice twiginess.  

Anytime there is new tender growth, the spring 

bugs like aphids will show up.  If you have been doing a 

good organic program the ladybugs will keep the aphids 

and other soft bodied insects in check.  The praying 

mantis come along later on when the weather is warmer.  

I am seeing a lot more mantis eggs since I don’t use 

chemical sprays. 

Warm humid days favor the development of 

fungal diseases such as leaf spot on elms and yaupons.  

Again the organic program will work on them as well. If 

hydrogen peroxide is used as a fungicide it should be 

diluted to a 1% strength (normally 1 part H2O2 to 2 parts 

water).  

Fertilizing is necessary once the trees start to 

grow.  Too many trees exhibited do not have a good dark 

green foliage.  Since we are using soilless mixes for the 

most part, a different technique is required than used for 

most potted plants.  Water soluble chemical fertilizers 



should be used at half strength and applied more often 

since they will wash out with the next watering.  The same 

is more or less true with liquid organic fertilizers.  The 

best technique is to use solid organic fertilizers.  Fertilizer 

cakes on the surface is the best way.  They break down 

slowly and a small amount is carried into the root zone 

each time you water.  Pelletized organic material can be 

spread on the surface also but they tend to crumble and 

create an undesirable surface.  Be sure that the material 

you use has a balanced formula and not high in nitrogen. 

The original foliar feed formula given by Howard 

Garrett is one tablespoon each of liquid seaweed, fish 

emulsion, apple cider vinegar, and molasses in one gallon 

of water.  Chelated iron and epsom salts can be added at 

1 tablespoon per gallon.  Always make sure you use a fine 

spray and cover top and bottom of leaves and the trunk.  

A commercial mixture is sold under the name of ‘Garrett 

Juice’ which you should be able to find at organic 

nurseries such as but it doesn’t seem to have the insect 

control capability that the original formula does.  It is fine 

as a fertilizer though. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Cora Wade 

cdwade3@gmail.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net 

 

Designing Yamadori-Style Junipers 
by Eric Schrader 

 

 
 
 
While many amazing examples of juniper bonsai are created from trees collected from the wild, smaller 

trees of exceptional quality can be created by careful crafting of juniper cuttings over as little as 5-10 years. 

When thinking about creating a juniper bonsai we must consider the interesting characteristics of the 

species. Desirable juniper characteristics in bonsai are generally ones that imitate old wild junipers growing in 

the mountains: 

 Trunk has good movement including twists and curves 

 One or more lifelines are prominent on the front of the tree 

 Deadwood is aged, irregular, natural looking and with interesting shape. 

 Some irregularity in the branching 

 Cross-section of trunk is not round, ideally it’s ribbon-shaped or fluted. 

mailto:dan@callgenesis.com
mailto:eflather@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:cdwade3@gmail.com
mailto:stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com
mailto:bruce.harris1@verizon.net
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:terry@whisperwillow.com
mailto:eflather@sbcglobal.net
http://www.phutu.com/designing-yamadori-style-junipers/
http://www.phutu.com/author/eric-schrader/
http://www.phutu.com/?p=14
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The natural tendency of the Kishu cuttings that we work with to create yamadori-style trees is to grow a 

circular cross-section with many large ascending branches. Left alone, under good growing conditions such as 

in a yard or a large container the young plant will become a large bush with no deadwood on the trunk. Interior 

branches will become weak and eventually die if the tree is not trained. This will leave us with inferior stock 

for bonsai. It is up to the bonsai artist to create a pleasing composition. 

The general procedure for creating a yamadori-style tree is to start with a young plant with a flexible 

trunk. Nursery material in 4″ liners up to 1-gallon can is usually suitable. From a cutting under good growing 

conditions Kishu can achieve 8-10 inches of height in a couple years, removing larger side branches can 

encourage the tree to gain height more quickly. Once the trunk is large enough to work with, but before it 

becomes too stiff, training should begin. Older cuttings that have grown slowly will be stiffer and more 

difficult to train with tight turns. 

Wire the whip, using wire large enough to bend the lowest section of the trunk. The wire should be 

applied normally – anchor at the base by pushing the end of the wire into the soil at least a couple inches. The 

normal 45-degree spiral will work but a spiral with closer loops will allow for slightly more control. 

Alternately, two spiraled wires, spaced evenly apart on the trunk can provide even more control. Use a smaller 

piece of wire for the smaller upper portion of the trunk, splicing it beneath the larger wire to anchor properly. 

Bend and twist the tree into a pleasing shape, twist should be made in the direction that makes the wire tighten 

against the tree, the wire will become too loose if you twist it in the opposite direction. 

 

Figure 1. Wiring a whip to create a yamadori juniper. 

[a] The whip is wired with a tight spiral, remove 

large branches to create a single trunk line. [b] Bend 

the trunk into a pleasing shape. This will typically 

make the tree a lot shorter. [c] After a few years of 

trunk fattening the large sacrifices are removed and 

small branches are trained to create the bonsai crown 

and branching. 

 

The consideration of the eventual shape of the trunk 

is likely the most important aspect of the process. 

Despite it being part of the goal of the growing 

regimen, it is easy to forget that the trunk will change 

over time, sometimes to our advantage but also 

sometimes disastrously. The yamadori style creates 

an illusion of mass by placing portions of the tree 

that already exist low to the ground, thus visually 

anchoring the composition in a fashion similar to that 

of a tree with good nebari. A tree with only a 1/8″ trunk can quickly appear similar to a tree with a 1″ trunk 

through careful bending. Consider the visual mass that you are creating at different heights as you bend the 

trunk and taper the visual mass the way that you want the trunk to eventually taper.

 
Figure 2. 

Figure 1. 

 



Figure 2. Trunk shape considerations. When making bends in young stock it is important to think about how 

time will affect the composition. [a] No bends at the base followed by tight bends will result in the appearance 

of reverse-taper as the tree fattens. [b] Keeping tight curves near the soil line can result in additional apparent 

girth in a short time. [c] Only small movement in the trunk can be repetitive and uninteresting. [d] Only gross 

movement in the trunk can be too simplistic, however over time can be improved (see [g]). [e] The first section 

of the trunk should not be vertical. [f] Severe bends higher in the tree can result in the tree looking unstable 

due to the visual mass being too high. [g] Careful application of technique can result in simple shapes that are 

more pleasing than more complex ones. 

Six to twelve months after the tree is bent remove the wire. Allow some branches to grow wild 

for a few years to fatten the trunk. At the same time maintain some small branches and wire them with good 

movement to be part of the finished tree. Remove weak growth from the bottoms of branches and thin once per 

year to allow more light to the interior as the size of the plant increases. 

 

Here are a few tips and tricks that will make your yamadori-style composition more interesting in the long run: 

• The bends in the trunk should have both small and gross movement, the small movement within the 

flow of the larger movement 

• Before bending, consider stripping the bark from one entire side of the young trunk, then add some 

twists while bending 

• Using young Kishu, live sections of the trunk that are in contact with the ground will eventually issue 

new roots which opens up interesting possibilities. (see Figure 3.) 

• Where the trunk exits the soil it must not be vertical; do not allow even a small straight section 

• Remove branches that get pinched in the middle of bends and twists. 

• Each winter remove some sections of bark or kill a couple branches to add more character to the tree 

as it ages. Successive removal of bark on the trunk will add a lot of interest. (see Figure 4.) 

• Trees that will be small should have tighter movement in the curves while trees that you want to be 

larger can have looser curves 

 

Figure 3. Roots will issue from some 

juniper trunk sections in contact with the 

soil. A looping bend where the trunk 

contacts the soil can give an appearance of 

girth that is much greater than the actual 

girth of the trunk. As the trunk enlarges 

the spaces between the loop will decrease; 

caution should be used as lifelines that 

press against each other can girdle 

themselves over time, direct the important 

lifelines away from firm    

contact. 

 

 

The initial creation of the tree’s shape 

through bending and twisting is only the 

first step in the creation of our evolving 

composition. After removal of the wire carefully examine the structure of the plant. The trunk will have a 

mostly-round cross-section; however, an irregular cross-section is more desirable. Remove small sections of 

bark successively or strips of bark to separate the trunk into separate lifelines. If you twisted the tree during the 

initial wiring you will be able to pull a strip of bark starting near the base or top and it will peel off a line that 

 

 

Figure 3. 



follows the twists and turns that you added. A series of bark removals can be performed over a few years to 

create a ribbon-shape in the trunk. Use a similar technique on the sacrifice branches so that when they are 

eventually turned into jin that the cross section is not round. 

 

 
 

 

 

Figure 4. Cross-section progression of a juniper, the figure assumes good growth of the branches to stimulate 

wood production and speed the process, under bonsai training the progression would take many-many years. 

From left to right: [1] A young juniper typically has a round trunk, this is normal for most nursery-grown 

specimens; the bark covers the entire circumference of the tree. [2a] A section of bark is removed on one side 

to start the tree on the path to a more interesting shape. [2b] Most of the bark remains. [3] After a year or more 

of vigorous growth the tree has produced more wood all around the sections that are still alive. The lifeline 

does not easily rollover the dead section but expands in a circular fashion. [4a] After another year or more the 

lifeline continues expansion while [4b] another section of bark is removed to separate the lifeline into two 

separate lifelines. [5a] Additional bark is removed to encourage the ribbon-shape of the trunk [5b] Care should 

be taken to keep both lifelines healthy: pay attention to both branch growth and root health. [6] As the tree 

continues to grow the ribbon shape starts to be more prominent, successive removal of small strips of bark 

creates texture in the deadwood [7] After 7-10 years the ribbon shape can be achieved. 

If you were unable to add a twist to the trunk during the 

initial styling you can carefully add additional twists. 

 

Figure 5. Adding a twist to a section that originally had 

no twist. [a] Start on a trunk section that is too straight 

and/or would benefit from adding a twist. Cut small 

strips of the bark out in a spiral fashion. The strips 

should cut across the grain of the lifeline but only in 

small sections. You are establishing the lower edge of 

the lifeline by redirecting the sap flow to the side of the 

small sections. Do not allow the tree to callous over 

these small windows. [b] Keep an eye on the trunk over a year and 

successively remove small sections of the bark. If the tree is growing slowly it will take longer. [c] After the 

line is established remove a larger portion of the lifeline below the line. [d] As the lifeline swells it will change 

the shape of the trunk and widen slowly, additional sections can be removed as it enlarges. 

 

The branches that will make up the canopy of the finished bonsai should be carefully maintained as healthy 

and short during the period of years when the trunk is being created. Once the sacrifice branches are removed 

wire the small branches to add smaller movement and create the finished crown. Typically the branches 

descend largely from the top around the twisting wood, as is the case with many of the wild junipers that are 

our inspiration. 

Figure 4. 

Figure 5. 


